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The C.W. “Bill” Jones Pumping Plant (formerly Tracy Pumping Plant) is located between the cities of Tracy 

and Byron, Calif. Construction began in 1947 and was completed in 1951. Operated by the San Luis and 

Delta-Mendota Water Authority for the Bureau of Reclamation, the plant lifts water at the southern end of the 

Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta into the Delta-Mendota Canal (DMC), which conveys water south to Central 

Valley Project (CVP) water service contractors, exchange contractors and wildlife refuges. The contractors 

provide agricultural and urban water service in the western San Joaquin Valley and portions of San Benito and 

Santa Clara counties. 

 

Six pumps powered by 22,500-horsepower motors (pictured) lift water nearly 200 feet through 15-foot 

diameter pipes to the DMC. Combined, the plant can pump a total of 8,500 acre-feet or 2.8 million gallons per 

day. The DMC extends nearly 120 miles to the south, ending at Mendota, Calif. The CVP water is also 

conveyed by pumping units into the San Luis Reservoir for deliveries to CVP contractors through the San Luis 

Canal. 

 

The name was changed from Tracy Pumping Plant to C.W. “Bill” Jones Pumping Plant in 2006 in honor of 

C.W. Bill Jones who was a pioneer in the area of water development in the San Joaquin Valley. Mr. Jones, 

1918-2003, served as president of the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Association/Authority for 20 years 

and was actively involved in issues relating to the federal Central Valley Project and the California State Water 

Project. 

 

For more information on C.W. “Bill” Pumping Plant: http://www.sldmwa.org/faq's.htm  

http://www.usbr.gov/newsroom/newsrelease/detail.cfm?RecordID=14782  

www.usbr.gov/mp/PA/docs/fact_sheets/Jones_Pumping_Plant.pdf  
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